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and artillery was posted in the gaps. It was useless now for
anyone to change his mind. The strangers could not be dis-
lodged. Besides the fortress, Albuquerque had demanded all
the houses by the beach to accommodate the captains and
the troops who came ashore.

" You have given your town to the Portuguese!" observed
Rais Ahmed in disgust to Turan Shah.

"Better that/' said he, "than expose it to the horrors
of war!" But it was the horrors of blindness that lie really
had in mind.

Albuquerque, having scored his first point, turned his
attention to the Shah's ambassador, who had come with
Miguel Ferreira and was still waiting to be interviewed. The
time was now ripe for receiving that diplomat in a manner
calculated to impress Ormuz as well as Persia.

When Albuquerque was out to be impressive, he did not
do things by halves. This performance was both public and
spectacular. A platform three steps high was erected in a
conspicuous place within the barricade. A carpet was spread
out upon it and green velvet cushions scattered here and
there. For background there was a screen of silk brocade.
The Governor sat on a chair of green and gold. He wore that
suit of black damask in which he always dressed on such
occasions. It certainly was very dignified, and emphasised
the whiteness of his beard. The captains and lidalgos, also
in their best clothes, were grouped around, and their pages
stood behind, with caps respectfully in hand, each holding
his master's lance and shield.

On either side of the road the troops were lined up,
complete with banners, pikes, trumpets, and drums, the
Malabars and Kanarese beating cymbals and emitting fear-
some yells. Between their ranks the ambassadorial proces-
sion marched up to the dais, while all the ships' guns roared.

The trumpeters came first, adding their blaring con-
tribution to the deafening din, and were followed by the
presents that preceded every Oriental embassy. The Shah's
gifts to Albuquerque formed a procession in themselves: in